


















































































































































































































VALMIKI RAMAYANA

Rama used against him an Astra which swept him off
sampurṇam yojanaśśatah kşiptah sägarasamplave. Off and
on in later days he is described as taking many forms

and disturbing the Asramas in the Dandakaranya. Lakshmana
has more than a suspicion that the golden deer which so took
the hearts of his sister-in-law and brother could be a wile of

Maricha himself. Real deer approached it and its smell frigh-
tened them off. He himself felt like eating them but it
would hurt his role then and so he could not. But quite

before he agreed to take that shape he had learnt the lesson
of his life against facing Rama or Lakshmana. A number of

other details of Rama's character are put forth to Ravana
against the deprecations by the latter. He should not be

treated lightly he says as one given up by his father. He had

begun more seriously with very wholesome advice:

Sulabhāh puruşă rajan, satatam priya vadinah,

Apriyasya ca pathyasya, vaktā śrotă ca durlabhah

It is easy, O king, to get men who speak agreeably always; but

such speakers and listeners are difficult to get who will speak

wholesome but unpleasant truth.

an advice true for all time in all places, bearing repetition in

every age and situation; so rarely spoken nor so definitely.

If you essay this enterprise no Rakshasa in the world can be

saved. When Rama gets angry he will destroy the entire

species of the Rakshasas, and you are invoking peril to

your own life. You are thinking of an act which destroys

yourself, your people and your kingdom. This is frank

advice and caution and as fearlessly spoken as anything

spoken to Ravana any time; but Ravana did not heed the

words. Maricha saw that Ravana would kill him if he did

not carry out his nephew's demand Being killed by Rama's

arrows he deemed a worthier way of dying. The feeling

bore fruit in his case as it did in the end for Ravana and so
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